178             Gossip in a Library

and discuss the gallery of Verres and the poetry of
Catullus. Left alone at last, Buncle still does not
go away, but at 5 P.M. proposes for the third time,
" over a pot of tea/' Miss Noel says that the con-
versation will have to take some other turn, or she
must leave the room. They therefore immediately
" consider the miracle at Babel/' and the argument
of Hutchinson on the Hebrew word Shephah, until,
while Miss Noel is in the very act of explaining that
" the Aramitish was the customary language of
the line of Shem," young Buncle (circa 7.30) " could
not help snatching this beauty to my arms, and with-
out thinking what I did, impressed on her balmy
mouth half a dozen kisses. This was wrong, and
gave offence/' but then papa returning, the trio sat
down peacefully to cribbage and a little music,
Of course Miss Noel is ultimately won, and this is
a very fair specimen of the conduct of the book.

A fortnight before the marriage, however, " the
small-pox steps in, and in seven days' time reduced
the finest human frame in the universe to the most
hideous and offensive block/' and Miss Harriot
Noel dies. If this dismal occurrence is rather
abruptly introduced, it is because Buncle has to be
betrothed, in succession, to six other lively and
delicious young females, all of them beautiful, all
of them learned, and all of them earnestly convinced
Unitarians. If they did not rapidly die off, how
could they be seven ? Buncle mourns the decease
of each, and the.n hastily forms an equally violent
attachment to another. It must be admitted that
he is a sad wife-waster. Azora is one of the most